
Reception Parents - Reading Meeting



Learning in the Foundation Stage

The Prime Areas of Learning

Communication and 

Language
Physical Development

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development

Specific Areas of Learning

Literacy Mathematics
Understanding the 

World

Expressive Arts 

and Design



Development Matters - Reading



Early Learning Goals



Systematic Approach
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What is 

systematic 

phonics? 



A bit of technical knowledge…

• Phonics are the sounds in our language. 

• 44 sounds

• Over 150+ graphemes

• One of the most complex alphabetic codes in the world.

• Pure sounds

Remember no ‘fuh’ and ‘luh’!



How does it work?

Children:

• Learn 44 sounds and matching letters.

• Learn to blend sounds to read words.

• Read lots of specially written books.

This is decoding.



How does it work?

Children:

•Talk a lot about what they have read to show they understand.

•Listen to and discuss other ideas to deepen understanding.

This is comprehending.



The Reading Rope



How do we 

teach 

decoding?



Simple Speed Sounds



Blending using Fred Talk
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Say “hello” to Fred. 

Fred can only talk in sounds...

He says “c_a_t.” Not cat.

We call this Fred Talk.



As your child grows in confidence…



Storybooks



Home Reading

What should 

my child read 

at home? 



Reading Books and Picture Books
(Reading for pleasure books)



How can I help 

at home? 



Read stories with your child-RELENTLESSLY!



Read stories with your child-RELENTLESSLY!

• Read favourite stories to your child over and over again. 

• Read some stories at a higher level than they can read themselves.

• Listen to them reading their home reading books.

• Ask lots of questions and share opinions



Questions

• Asking lots of questions!

• Use these prompts to help you:

What is happening?

What do you think 

happens next?

What is that 

character 

thinking?

What is the 

character 

saying?

What do you 

think that character is 

feeling now?



Talking

• Talk to your child as much as possible and ‘feed’ them new and ambitious 
vocabulary.

“Let’s eat our lunch now.”

“Let’s munch our lunch now.”

“Let’s scoff our lunch now.”

“Let’s devour our lunch now!”



Vocabulary 

• Enrich conversations through description:

“Look at that rain. It looks like little diamonds sparkling on the window pane!”

• Have fun with words and language. 

“I’m as hot as a spud in a cooking pot!”

• Praise your child for using new words or interesting phrases



Recommended Websites

Parents - Ruth Miskin Literacy

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/


Any Questions?



And finally......can you help us please? 

• Fundraising 

• Match funding


