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Dear Year 1 Parents, 
This letter is to keep you informed about some of the work children will be doing this term.
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Creative Curriculum – The Big Smoke
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Our theme work this term starts by exploring our city, Coventry. We will focus on what makes Coventry special, learning about key places within the city and exploring why these are great to visit. We will then move on to developing our knowledge and understanding of geography by looking at a map and locating England, Coventry and London. After this, we will learn about London and famous landmarks including Buckingham Palace, the Royal Albert Hall and The Monument to the Great Fire of London. Finally, we will study the Great Fire of London, including exploring a diary entry of Samuel Peeps, designing and making a Tudor house and making a fiery collage. 
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English 
Within English lessons, we will be covering:
· Classic stories such as The Gingerbread Man and Whatever Next!
· Information texts focusing on London: Topsy and Tim Visit London and My First Book of London.
English work this term will involve a focus around traditional stories and characters, whilst some will be based around our theme topic. This will give the children opportunities to write sentences about the books as well as to practise their accurate use of capital letters, fingers spaces and  full stops. They will also have the opportunity to write recounts and simple information sentences when about visits to London through the use of texts they will study.
Read, Write Inc.
We will be continuing to support the children’s early English development using the Read, Write, Inc. phonics scheme, which will be taught daily. This is an immersive approach and the children will be grouped across the key stage according to their current phonic ability. As well as bringing home a reading book, the children will also receive a Read, Write, Inc. storybook, which supports the phonic sounds they are learning in school.

The children will continue to have weekly reading slots within school through the Daily Supported Reading (DSR) programme. We also strongly encourage the children to read their banded reading books as much as possible.
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Mathematics
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Our maths work this term will involve continuing to develop children’s understanding of number and place value, counting, ordering and comparing numbers along with recall of addition and subtraction facts. Children will work on securing their addition skills by counting on, adding 10s and ones. Similarly, subtraction skills by counting back, subtracting 10’s and ones. Children will continue to learn to solve word problems and understand how to work with fractions by making equal groups, sharing and halving. They will also learn to measure and compare length and height using a rule.
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Religious Education – RE 
This term we will be focussing on ‘Jesus as a Friend’. The children will explore friendships, including whether it was always easy for Jesus to show friendship and why he was welcomed like a king by the crowds on Palm Sunday.
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Physical Education – PE
In PE this term’s activities will focus on Football and Dance skills. Can we please ask you to support this vital area of the curriculum by by ensuring children wear the correct PE clothes to school on a on a Monday (indoor) and Friday (indoor) for these sessions.
Personal, Social and Health Education – PSHE Dreams and Goals 
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Children will, with the help of Jigsaw Jo, learn about how they can decide on, and work towards their own goals. They will think about how they learn best and what can help them. Special songs will help us with this learning. We will also be using the chime bar to support us in feeling calm and mindful.
Science - ‘The Pets Factor’ 

This term, children will learn all about animals and which animals we may have as pets. They will find out what different animals eat and what they can do to care for their pets. 
Handwriting

We are expecting the children in Year 1 and 2 to form their letters using the unjoined, cursive style of handwriting. We will be teaching the children how to form two or three new letters each week in this way. We are not teaching ‘joined-up’ writing at this stage.

Home learning 
· Reading regularly (at least 3 times a week) at home to an adult, with this being recorded in their reading diaries. 
· Practising reading High Frequency words in their word wallet (for children for whom it still applies). 
· In conjunction with the 50 Things to do before you are 11 ¾ by the National Trust, children have the opportunity to complete activities as part of the Inspire Challenge Awards.  Once children complete a challenge, children will receive a sticker with the specific logo of the challenge to collect in their booklet.  At the end of the year, if all challenges have been completed, children will receive their year group specific badge at a special award ceremony. 
Many thanks for your continued support.
Yours sincerely

Mrs Gardiner, Mrs Hodder and Mrs Dainty
Year 1 Class Teachers  
Friday 6th January 2022





 








